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Dear Parents and Carers,					21st May 2020
Proposed wider opening to children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6
As I am sure you are aware, schools are receiving guidance from the government on how to prepare for reopening more widely to receive the above year groups from 1 June at the earliest.  Solihull LA have indicated that schools may not be in a position to open fully to all the named year groups from the 1st June, and may need that week of the 1st June to prepare. With this in mind, as a school, we are planning for some short, taster sessions to be offered for the pupils in the named year groups in the week of the 1st June. The wider reopening of all year groups is then being planned for the week of the 8th June. 

Please note:  schools will not be informed about the confirmed proposed opening date going ahead until Thursday 28 May 2020, as this is the date that the Government are making the decision about whether schools can reopen from the 1st June. 

As a school, we are working hard to put in place the protective measures as set out in the government guidance to reduce the risk of transmission of Covid-19.  Also, in line with the government guidance, Home Learning resources will continue to be provided for all year groups.  Current guidance states that the non-attendance of pupils will not be followed up with any fines. It is your choice, as a parent, as to whether you wish to send your child back to school from June 1st and whilst we would like to see as many pupils back, as wish to return, the school respects the decision you make for your own individual child. 

Whilst the measures we are taking are intended to reduce the transmission of Covid-19 as much as possible, within our school setting we cannot guarantee that all of these measures can be maintained throughout a day – for example, it is difficult for younger children to maintain a 2m distance from another person.  Below are the key measures/adaptations that we have made in preparation for a reopening in June.  In order for this to work, we ask that you follow the new procedures and measures closely.

· Parents/Carers should communicate with the school via the phone or email wherever possible to comply with social distancing guidelines and avoid coming into school. We ask that parents do not come into the main school office, unless it is absolutely necessary. If there is an essential need for parents to come into the main office, then they must adhere to the 2m markings displayed. 

· Start and end of day times are to be staggered to allow for social distancing and must be strictly adhered to.  It is going to prove difficult to accept late pupils at the beginning of the day, whilst sticking to the guidelines, therefore it is essential that the times given are adhered to, as the school site will only be open for periods of time. Please ensure your child arrives at school on time and is picked up on time.

· School will not be operating before and after school provision. This decision has been made, as we are unable to ensure that all pupils would remain in their bubbles during these sessions.

· Only one parent or carer should accompany their child to and from school. We would encourage Year 6 pupils to make their own way onto the school site. A member of staff will be waiting at the nominated gates for each year group- parents will not be permitted to enter the school site past the gates. 

· I will send further, specific guidance on the staggered start and finish times, along with specific details about pick up and drop off points next week. 

· Whilst waiting to release or collect your child, please maintain a social distance from other families.  Do not gather in groups please make your way home once you have dropped your child off/ picked them up.   

· Children will wash their hands on entry to the school and go to their allocated classrooms.  Regular hand washing will be carried out throughout the day.

· Groups of children – known as ‘bubbles’ – will be no larger than 15 and will not mix with other bubbles during the day.  A team of staff have been allocated to each ‘bubble of pupils’ and they will remain with that bubble of pupils throughout the week. We cannot guarantee that your child will be with their usual teacher and teaching assistant for the whole day, but they will be taught by a Teacher/TA in their allocated team daily and this will consist of a member of staff with whom your child is familiar. 

· Due to the 2m social distancing measure, classrooms have been adapted and children will be sitting by themselves at their own table, or their own area, where possible.  

· Staff will talk to the children about the new processes, including what a social bubble is, handwashing techniques and frequency, hygiene procedures, toilet arrangements, movement around school and outdoor times. This will be done during a settling in ‘taster session’ which we are offering pupils whose parents have expressed that they wish for their child to return to school. Senior staff have attempted to make contact with parents of all pupils in the identified year groups and the school now has an idea of the number of pupils we are expecting to return. In order to ensure that we prioritise the planning of pupil and staff safety, if you change your mind, and wish for your child to begin attending school (if they are in the specified year groups) then we ask that parents ring the school and give a weeks’ notice. This will ensure we have time to plan for increasing numbers of pupils. 

· We will continue to provide provision for all the key worker and vulnerable pupils, who are currently attending our school and who have been with us for the last 9 weeks.

· We will provide each child with their own pencil case, which will contain equipment only to be used by themselves. This equipment will be stored in school, on the child’s nominated work space. 

· Children will have staggered lunchtimes to ensure that they can remain in their ‘bubble group’ throughout the whole day. 

· Each social bubble has allocated outdoor times in a zoned area.  During these period children will not be allowed to mix with other bubbles. 

· Guidance says that the use of face masks or PPE is not recommended for staff in school and it is not necessary for PPE to be worn in school by staff or pupils; however, there may be some occasions where this may be necessary, for example during close medical interventions, or if a child displays symptoms. 

I must stress that school in the form that we have all been accustomed to, will not be the same for some time.  Please take the time to talk to your child about what to expect and we will ensure that we do the same here in school.  
Should advice from the government change we will adapt our measures accordingly.  I will continue to update you, as any further guidance is given. I will also send a further letter next week which will clearly set out the staggered arrival and departure times for the different bubbles of pupils, as well as the gate entry points for each year group. 
In the meantime, I thank you for your support and hope that you and your families stay safe and well.
Miss D Givens
D.M Givens 
Principal 
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