
Year 1 Curriculum Overview  
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic Title  Africa Footprints 

Through Time 
Man on the 

Moon 
Festivals Around the 

World 
Fire, Fire!  Castles 

Literacy   Read Write Inc. 
Green – Grey 

books. Children 
complete a 

selection of writing 
narratives: 
recounts, 

description, 
instructions, 

newspaper, diary, 
fact file and non-

chronological 
reports etc. 

Read Write Inc. 
Green – Grey 

books. Children 
complete a 

selection of writing 
narratives: 
recounts, 

description, 
instructions, 

newspaper, diary, 
fact file and non-

chronological 
reports etc. 

Read Write 
Inc. Green – 
Grey books. 

Children 
complete a 
selection of 

writing 
narratives: 
recounts, 

description, 
instructions, 
newspaper, 

diary, fact file 
and non-

chronological 
reports etc. 

Read Write Inc. Green – Grey 
books. Children complete a 

selection of writing 
narratives: recounts, 

description, instructions, 
newspaper, diary, fact file 

and non-chronological 
reports etc. 

Read Write Inc. 
Green – Grey 

books. Children 
complete a 

selection of writing 
narratives: 
recounts, 

description, 
instructions, 

newspaper, diary, 
fact file and non-

chronological 
reports etc. 

Read Write Inc. Green – 
Grey books. Children 

complete a selection of 
writing narratives: 

recounts, description, 
instructions, newspaper, 
diary, fact file and non-
chronological reports 

etc. 

Guided 
Reading  

Fiction – 7 weeks 
Dear Zoo 

Rumble in the 
Jungle 

Handa’s Surprise 
Anansi the Spider 
Poetry – 1 week 

Who’s that 
knocking? 

Fiction – 4 weeks 
The Paper Dolls 

Aliens 
love Panta Claus 
There was an old 

lady who 
swallowed some 

snow 
Non-Fiction – 2 

weeks 
The Little Acorn 
Non-Fiction text 

features 

Fiction – 6 
weeks 

The Witches 
Daughter 

The Day the 
Crayons Quit 
Waldo and 
the desert 

island 

Fiction – 5 weeks 
The Magic Paintbrush 

The Three Little Pigs (Science 
Link) 

The Luckiest St. Patrick’s 
Day! 

The Emperor’s Egg 
Non-Fiction – 1 

week                   Animal fact 
files – finding information 

from other sources 

Poetry – 1 week 
Chocolate Cake 

Fiction – 2 weeks 
Happy Birthday 

Winnie! 
Reading 

Comprehension – 1 
week 

 

Fiction – 6 weeks 
The Royal Raven 

That Rabbit Belongs to 
Emily Brown 

Cinderboy 
Game Tale 

Instructions – 1 week 
How to trap a dragon 
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Poetry – 1 week 
Snow 

Maths  Number 
Number - Place 

Value 
Addition 

Subtraction 
Multiplication 

Division 

Shape 
Measurement 

Time 

Addition 
Subtraction 

Multiplication 
Division 

Time 

Addition 
Subtraction 

Multiplication 
Division 

Measurement 
Shape 
Money 
Time 

Addition 
Subtraction 

Multiplication 
Division 

Measurement 

Addition 
Subtraction 

Statistics 
Measurement 
Number Recap 

Shape 

Science  Animals, including 
Humans 

 

Animals, including 
Humans 

Humans Plants Plants Everyday Materials 

Computing  E-Safety Text & Images Multimedia Internet Data Handling Programming & Coding 
(Beebots) 

Geography  Locate the 
continent of 

Africa. 
 

Identify hot and 
cold areas of the 

world according to 
the equator. 

 
Identify similarities 

and differences 
between Africa 

and the UK. 

To know that we 
live in Birmingham 
and to recognise 
key landmarks. 

 
Recognise new and 
old buildings, and 

how they are 
different. 

Directional 
language to 
travel to the 

moon. 

Locate the 7 continents on 
the map. 

 
Knowledge of the 5 oceans in 

the world. 
 

Revisit Africa to compare hot 
and cold climates. 

Aerial photographs 
and maps of 

London showing 
the path of the fire 
– The Great Fire of 

London. 

Human and Physical 
features of a castle and 
why a castle is built this 

way. 
 

Exploring castle 
agriculture. 

 
 

History  Learn about 
significant 

individuals (Nelson 
Mandela). 

To look at the 
history of Smith’s 

Wood and 
Birmingham and 

Look at the 
significant 

event of the 
moon landing 

Learn about the historic La 
Tomatina festival. 

 

Look at the role of a 
firefighter and how 

it was created – 
look at clothing and 

Roles of people within a 
castle. 
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how it has changed 
over time. 

and 
significant 
individuals 
involved. 

 

Learn about festivals from 
history. 

 

PPE a firefighter 
would wear. 

 
Great Fire of 
London as a 

significant event 
and include 
significant 

individuals. 

History of castles, 
including a timeline. 

 
How we protect a castle 

using knights and 
guards. 

 
Look at the current 

Monarchy and create a 
family tree. Look at the 

Monarchy over the 
years. 

 
Castles through time 
and how they have 

evolved. 
DT   

Project 1 –Autumn 
1 

Textiles/Technical– 
Making African 

Jewellery. 

   Project 2– Summer 
1 

Food and Nutrition 
Making a new 

flavour of bread.. 

Project 3– Summer 2 
Project with a purpose 

making a bridge 

Art  Know the primary 
colours and mix to 
create secondary 

colours. 
 

Use clay to create 
an African mask. 

Create a sculpture 
of the Birmingham 

Bull. 
 

Know the primary 
colours and mix to 
create secondary 

colours. 

Space artist 
Kandinsky. – 
Research and 
create art via 
the approach. 

Use paint to create their own 
Holi Spring tree. 

Decorate an 
invitation that will 

be used for the 
Pudding Lane 

Bakery. 

Sketch of 
Warwick/Tamworth 

castle (follow on from 
our class trip). 
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RE Christianity – 
Being Called 

Christianity – God’s 
Gift to the World 

Judaism – 
Story of 
Passover 

Christianity - Easter Multi-Faith – Beliefs 
and Practices 

Multi Faith – Christianity 
& Sikhism 

PE IG Football Gymnastics and 
Dance 

NandW 
Tennis 

OAA Athletics SandF Cricket 

PSHE  Being Me in My 
World 

Celebrating 
Difference 

Dreams and 
Goals 

Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me 

Music Hey You! 
 

Rhythm in the way 
we walk and 
Banana Rap 

In the Groove Round and Round Your Imagination Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay 

Cultural 
Capital   

Safari Park Visit 4D Room 
Celebration – 
Street Party 

Theme Day 
Selly Manor 

Visit 

Theme Day Theme Day 
 

Warwick/Tamworth 
Castle Visit 

Climate 
Links 

Droughts in Africa  
Continent that is 
most affected by 
climate change. 

 Hole in the 
ozone layer. 

Earth is 
getting 

warmer. 
 

Space waste 
in the 

atmosphere. 

 Forest fires, Global 
Warming due to 

fires. 

 

 


